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Ophelia, Sir John Everett Millais. Circa 1894.

John Everett Millais. Ophelia, 1852. Oil on canvas. Tate Britain, London.
762 x 1118 mm. ARTstor.


Hottle, Andrew D. “Transition and Transformation in John Everett Millais' ‘Ferdinand Lured by Ariel.’” Aurora: The Journal of the History of Art 8 (2007): 17–37, 2007.

Summary:
In this article Andrew D Hotter explores the biography and transformation of John Everett Millais’ art. While most of the article is spent talking about one certain painting, the painting entitled “Ophelia” is briefly mentioned. Hotter explains the reference of the painting to Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and explains the symbolism within the painting.

Assessment:
This painting is the main inspiration for the piece I will be doing. The flowers, the body floating in the water, and the ethereal tone of it all are all incorporated into my concepts.The deconstruction of the symbolism of each flower is very helpful, and I will be referencing it often.


Reflection:
After reading this article, I feel I understand more about Sir John Everett Millais’ past and how it led to him painting Ophelia. I now know the symbolism and references involved, and will be taking these into consideration upon creating my piece.
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